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A FOCUS SHIFT ON PERMANENT LIFELINES
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The function of a vertical lifeline system is to provide safe and efficient climbing for persons 
who perform vertical climbing tasks. Vertical lifeline systems can be made with a rope, a  
cable, or a track to which a worker is attached with a full-body harness and a fall arrest  
device. 

The first and foremost function of any lifeline is to preserve life and to prevent injury by  
limiting the fall distance of a person climbing. As many work at height incidents and  
fatalities occur at heights as low as 2 meters from the ground it is important to understand 
that the height of a lifeline is not an important factor and its primary function (of  preserving 
life) applies from the moment the user departs from the ground or platform level. 

In an increasingly demanding industry, where saving costs is key, the second most  
important function of a lifeline is to increase productivity. By increasing the efficiency of the 
teams, team sizes can decrease and therefore team costs also decrease. Historically most  
permanent lifeline systems can only accommodate one climber at a time, on site. Keeping in 
mind the demands of the telecoms industry with regards to the safety of its people but also 
the need to constantly reduce costs, Gravity Vertical Systems are the first of its kind to support 
up to 4 climbers at the same time, ticking all the boxes not only for one single team member 
but a whole team of climbers. 
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CONCLUSION

Lifelines save lives and injuries to team  
members by reducing the fall distance of the 
climbers. Lifelines must be viewed as a critical 
structural component of your tower regardless 
of the height and can be effective on towers as 
low as 10 meters off the ground.

All lives are important and that is why we are 
the first company to recognise and provide  
actual site solutions for the use of vertical  
lifelines by providing a line that supports 4 
climbers. 

The industry is changing towards cost saving 
but safety should never be compromised in the 
pursuit of financial gains. 

*NB: Training required before use.


