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Safety Bulletin - July 2020

Anchor Points on Telecommunication Towers 

For more information, contact info@gravitygh.co.za or visit www.gravitygroupholdings.com. 

Industry best practice generally accepts that anchor points for work at height systems should be 
1500kg strong to support the forces experienced during a fall. This is easily implemented with planned 

anchors, but what about self-identified anchors? Those you merely look at and say ‘yip, that seems good 
enough for me’.

Each climber should check for signs of corrosion, deformation, 
cracks or for loose bolts on the member he is connecting to. 
These could significantly impact the integrity of the structure.

Please note that when diagonal members of a lattice mast is 
used, one should make use of a klemheist knot in order to avoid 
slippage. At all times avoid cross loading your connector on 
these members.

As every tower is unique in its design and every member unique in its integrity, it is the ultimate responsibility of 
the climber to make the judgment himself whether the member he is planning to connect to is strong enough to 
support 1500kg. That is why it is so important that every climber is competent to do his work at height. We will, 
however, attempt herewith to highlight a couple of places and members on telecommunication towers which are 
and which are not sufficient to use as an anchor point.

Safe to use as anchors Unsafe to use as anchors 

1. Rungs on fixed caged ladder 
(marked on the picture to the 
right) 

5. Cage of ladder 

2. Horizontal and diagonal mem-
bers of a lattice mast 

6. Horizontal cross bracing inside a 
tower 

3. Vertical legs of a mast. (These 
are often too big to hook onto, 
in which case a sling must be 
used)

7. Cable trays and cables 

4. Fall Protec Secure Rope (Life 
Line)

8. Mounting brackets for antennas

9. Palisade fences for rigging


